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A HE Defence Made byCoùnelͤl has been fo full add par- 
ticular, and the — — it ſelf drawn out into ſo great 
a length, that I fheuld not add to your Lordſhips 
Trouble by ſaying any thing for my felt, did I not 
think that in ſuch a Cauſe as this (wherein the Do- 


rige uf our Sechs Dignity of that Holy Order to which I 


beJongy and even the Comition 1 of Chriſtianity it felf are 

fo nearly concern'd) it becomes me not to be à gether ftent. 
For, my Lords, it has been own'd by fome of the Managers for 

the Honourable Houſe of Commons, that tho” I am the Perſon 

Impeach'd, yet my Condemnatidn is fiot the thing 3 

aim'd at. Iam, it ſeems, an inſignificant Tool of a Party, not worth 

regarding; the Avow'd in Fe: of my Impeachment is, by the 

e 


means I it, to procure àn Eternal and Inddliabte Brand of In- 
famy to be fit'd in a Parliamehtiarꝭ way, on aff thoſe who main- 
tain the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance; and to have the Clergy di- 
retted what Doctrine they are to preach, and what not, and 
therefore as Inſignjficant as L am in my (elf, yet the Conſequences: 
of my Tryal (if rightly repreſented to your Lordſhips by ſome 
of thoſe Gentlemen) are of the higheſt Moment and Impor- 


„ee yringimmedety deed 


after what has been pleaded in my behalf by my Council, learn- 
ed in the Law, to ſay ſbmewhat alſo for my ſelf, in order to 
Clear the Innocence of my Intentions, and remove that Load of 
Guilt and Infamy, which may be laid upon me, ſhould your Lord- 


— Hips ine (as I truſt in God you will not) that the Articles 
of Im peachment exhibitęd, bY beep. $4) againſt me. 
With pour LordſliſÞs Pernüſfon, chen I , Before you: 


ſome few General Remarks, which in my humble Opinion, may 
be added to what my Council have already obſerv'd, concerning. 
— 233 taken by the * for = I _ 
Hon Commons, to prove and ſupport the Artictes of their 
Charge: Ai Fhal | — with yeur Ehrithips te ſay ſome- 
what ſeverally to the Articles themſelyes, which may ſerve to re. 
apigd your — of what my Council offer'd more at large, 
wick greater Ad vantage. b 
My * the Charge brought againſt me in theſe Artictes, 

is of a very high arid hemans Nature, and had it been as clearly 
made, as ithas been-ftrongly affirm'd, it would juſtly have ex- 
e td 2 very ſevere Sentence, But the the more Hcinous 
the Charge is, the more Evident and Undeniable, I ſhould 


- „ 


— Think, the Proof of it ought” to be. And how, My Lords, has 


hartz beef ſuppogted. in theſeveratÞrticks of it ? By plain, 
2 ee Br Ke bt An teal to Your Lord- 
* 1 2 - N tte 3D ; ſhips 


* 
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ſhips out of my Sermons, or by Jatendments , vnneceſſiry Ly 

lications, and ſtrain'd Conftryftions ? By laying entire Sen- 

. re Your Lordſhips, and relying upon what was ma- 

nifeftly contain'd in them, or by piecing broken Sentencey, and 

conjoyning diftant and independant Paſſages, in ordgt to make me 
ak what I neyer thought of ? | £35, 

I am uriacqainted, My Lords, with the Methods of Legal 
Proof, and little thought I ſhould have had this Occaſion of en- 
quiring into them. Butas far as I am able to comprehend any 
ching of this Nature, I ſhould think that there cannot be a 
clearer Indication, that I am not Guilty of having aſſetted what 
Iam charg'd by the ſeveral Articles to have ſaid, than that ſo 
many Hours Learning and Eloquence have been employ'd in 

roving. jpb to have (aid it. Had I really affirm'd thoſe Propo - 

tions for which I am accusd, my Sermons being before your 
Lordſhips, the Places wherein ſuch Propoſitions were direct! 
contain'd might have been referr'd, and read, with the ſam 
Eaſe as my. Council referr'd to the Paſſages contain'd in the 
ſeveral Writings and Sermons of the Reverend Fathers, and 
other Eminent Divines of Our Church, wherein they taught 
the Doctrine of Non-Reſiftance in the ſame Extent as I main» 
tain'd it, or in Terms much ſtronger. 

Theſe Paſſages produc'd by my Council, weve barely read 
to Your Lordſhips: No Arguments, no Colours were uſed, 
becauſe none were neceſſary to prove what Propaſitions were 
laid down in thoſe Paſſages; Whereas to prove me guilty o 
having aſſerted what is laid to my Charge, after my Sermon 
and Prefaces were read to Your Lordſhips, much Art and In- 
duſtry were ufed to perſwade Your Lordſhips, that ſuch Aﬀer« 
tions were really contain'd in them. | 

My Lords, when my Words were capable of two Sences 
the worſt and moſt invidious, tho* at the ſame time the mo 
ſtrain'd and unnatural Conftruſtion; has been always made of 
them. Nay, when my Words were ſo plain and expreG, that 
it was impoſſible to put any Criminal Gloſſes or Colours upon 
them, I have been accuſed of meaning the direct contrary to 
what I have ſaid: And when I preſs the Duty of Alleghnce to 
the Queen, Your Lordſhips were told, that it was moſt certain I 
meant the Pretender. SS: LT Se! 

"© FB aggravate my Guilt, I have been accuſed not only for What 

I am ſuppoſed to have ſaid, but for woe Naw allowed not 
to have ſaid : Not only for what I have faken notice of in 
my Sermons, but for what I have paſs'd by unobſery'd, I have 
been chargd with Negative Crimss, as if what I have omitted 
do fay, = been omitted with deſign, and my Silence it ſe}f were 

riminal. | ] Ys 

' Theſe, My Lords, are the Methods that have been made 
uſe of to preve me Guilty of Crimes, which if prov'd, might 
afe&t my Liberty and Fortune; no favourable Allowances have 
deen made to a Miniſter of the Goſpel diſcharging the Duty 
5 A. 2 0 
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. of his Fundtidn, and rebuking Vice and Irreligion with an 


Honeft and well meant Zeal; hut ſometimes carrying himſelf per- 
haps into Exprefſions too open, and unguarded. I could add, My 
Lords, if ſuch a Complaint might not be thought improper from 
one in my Circumftances, that in the courſe of my Accuſation, 
I have been ftyPd a Criminal, and treated as ſuch by ſome of 
theſe Henourable Gentlemen, with a Degree of Scorn and In- 
dignity, from which I hoped my Sacred Profeſſion, my preſent 
unhappy Condition, and a regard to this Solemn and awful Judi- 
cature might have skreen'd me. 

But, My Lords, I lay aſide all Complaints of this Nature, and 
with Your Lordſhips leave ſhall proceed to make ſome tew ſhort 


Obſeryations upon the feveral Branches of the Charge exhibi- 
ted againft me. 


Iam charg'd, My Lords, in the firſt Article, with having main» 
tain'd, That the neceſſary means uſed to bring the late happy 
Revolution, were odious and unjuſtifiable, in proof of which, it 
has been urg'd, that IJ have in general Terms aſſerted the utter 
Iltezallity of Reſiſtance to the Supream Power, upon any pretence 
whatſoever. ' My Lords, the Reſiſtance in that Paſſage by me 
eondemn'd, is no where by me apply'd to the Revolution, nor is 
it applicable to the Caſe of the Revolution, the Supream Power 
not being then reſiſted, | | 
My Lords, I neither expreſsly appiy'd my Doctrine of Non - Re- 
fiftance to the Caſe of the Revolution, nor had I the leaſt Thought 
of including the Revolution under my general Aﬀertion. I ex- 
reſſed this Doctrine in the ſame General Terms in which I 
ound it delivered by the Apoſtles of Chriſt. I taught it as I had 
learnt it from the Homilies of our Church, and as I was injoin'd 
to teach it by the Articles of our Religion. Luſed no other Lan- 
guage than what had been uſed by our firſt Reiormers, by a con- 
tinued Series of Right Reverend Prelates, and other Celebrated 
Divines now with God, and by many of thoſe Venerable Fathers, 
before whom J ſtand, and what is perfectly agreeable to the Laws 
and Statutes of this Realm. I had little Reaſon to apprehend that I 
could ever have been accus'd by the Gentlemen of the Houſe of 
Commons to Your Lordſhipsas a Criminal, or as an Aſperſer of 
the Memory of the late King, for preaching this Doctrine, when 
others, who preach'd the ſame Bockrine in the ſame Terms before 
their late Majeſties, before our preſent Gracious Sovereign, 
(whom I pray God long to preſerve) before each Houſe of Parli- 
ament, before this very Houſe of Commons, have met with pub- 
lick Approbation: But ſince it is my particular Misfortune to be 
accus'd for what others have received Thanks, in ſome inſtances 
convey'd unto them by ſeveral of the Managers themſelves, I do 
with all humble Confidence rely upon your Lordſhips Juſtice, 
not doubting but the Learned, * Judges, if 1 * neceſſary 
to be conſulted, will declare what I have in this Caſe aſſerted, to 
be warranted by Law, and the Right Reverend the Biſhops will 
affi rm it (9 pe the Dodtrine ofthe Goſpel, The Poctrine I preach. 
STC. ²˙ PU—̃—ꝛ̃ So SS F 2 
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ed being the Doctrine of the Homilies of our Church, not ex- 
preſſed only in a few particular Paſſages of thoſe Homilies, but 
perfectly agreeable to the whole Cenor,the mainScope and Deſign 
of them: And thoſe Homilies being eftabliſh'd by the Thirty nine 
Articles, as containing Godly and wholeſome Doctrine: And thoſe 
Articles being confirmed by the 13th of Queen Flizabeth, -and that 
Statute being made Perpetual and Fundamental to our Conſtitu- 
tion by the late Act of Union, I leave it to Your Lordſhips to 
conſider how far the Condemnation of me on the Account of 
that Doctrine may affect and ſhake the preſent Frame of the Bri- 
tiſb Conftitution in Church and State, and tend to diſſolve the V · 
nion of the Two Kingdoms. | ia 
My Lords, upon the ſecond Article I would pray your Lord- 
ſhips to conſider, that T have no where in my Sermon ſhewn a- 
ny the !eaft diflike of the Indulgence granted by Law to Difſen- 
ters ; that on the contrary, I have declared my Approbation of 
it in the moſt expreſs Terms imaginable, which I beg leave once 
more to repeat to Your Lordſhips out of my Sermon preach'd at 
St. Pauls. I would not (I there ſay) be underftood as if I in- 
« tended to caft the leaſt Invidious Reflection upon that Indul- 
gence, which the Government has condeſcended to give them 
© which Jam ſure all thoſe who wiſh well to our Church are ready 
to grant to Conſciences truly ſcrupulous; let them enjoy it in 
© the full Limits the Law preſcrib'd, 8 
My Lords, this then was, and ſtill is my Sincere Opinion, nor 
am I Conſcious that I have utter'd one Word inconſiſtent with it, 
T have mars 7 2 and perhaps with ſome warmth and ear- 
neftnefs, the ſes which Men, ſcrupulous of no Conſcience, 
have made of the Legal Exemption granted to Conſciences only g 
nor could I think that thoſe Reprehenſions of mine would have 
drawn upon me theDiſpleaſure of any ſincere Chriſtian, which were 
tevel'd againſt Hy pocrites, Socinians, Deiſts and ſuch as under the 
Umbrage of that Act, which permit Proteſtant Diſſenters, and 
thoſe only, to ſerve God every Man in his own way, think them- 
ſelves at liberty to be of no Proteſtant Congregation, of no Re- 
ligion at all. I will farther ingenuouſly own to Your Lordſhips, that 
I had in my Eye ſome Abuſes made of that Act by the Diſſenters 
themſelves, who, I am told, do (both Paſtors and People) rarel 
obſerve the Qualifications preſcrib'd by that Act; and who eret᷑ 
Seminaries for educatidg Youth in Principles oppoſite to the Do- 
ctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip of our Church: Whereas that Act 
was intended for the Eaſe-of thoſe whoſe Minds, thro' the unhap- 
py prejudices of Education, were already eftranged from the 
Church; not, as I humbly canceive, to indulge Men in taking 
— 2 effectual Methods to propagate and perpetuate their 
chim. | 
My Lords, Of any Favours to Diſſenters granted or intended 
by the Law, I have no where complain'd; Toleration, a Word 
unknown to our L1w, and implying, as I am inform'd, much more 
than duc Law-giyg:5defign'd, If ory ſaid any thing offenfve, I 
. 5 A3 2 my 


(66 
may, l hope, reaſonably preſume that it will not be judg d by Your 
Ahne e any wiſe — delle on that Act of Fan e, which 
ha ve Ipoken of in Terms no ways I io becoming 9 $00l 
Subject, or betraying any want of Chriſtian Moderation. Nor 
is ther:, My Lords, any want of it, I conccive, in affirming that 
this Act, which relieves ſame Difſeatcrs fromLegal Puniſhments,ta 
Which they were before obnoxious, nath not any ways alter'd the 
nature of Schiſm, or extinguiſh'd the Obligations e 
munipn which is an Evangelical Duty incumbent on all Chriftians 
by the Rules of the Goſpel, antecedent to all Secular Laws, and 
can by no Humane Power be diſpenc'd with. If the Church of 
Eng land, My Lords, impoſes no unlawful Terms of Communion, 
as She certainly doth not, then all Se paratiſts from Her Com- 
munion will, notwithſtanding the Indulgence, continue to be 
Guilty of Schiſm; the Conſequence of which Guilt may ſtill reſt 

pon their Souls, however it may ceaſe to affect their Peer 
ftates; For as no Humane Law can render that 8. whic 
God hath forbidden, ſe neither can it make that void which G 

ath commanded, WES 20-3 -Hagas ee 

My Lords, Lam accus'd under this Head of maintaining, that 
it is the Duty of Superiour Paſtors to thunder out their Eccleſia- 
ical Anathema's againſt Perſons intituled to the Benefit of the 
Toleration. I hope it bath evidently appear'd to Your Lord- 
ſhips that I advance no ſuch Poſition. Sure J am, that my Words 
do not in themſelves carry ſuch a Meaning, nor does the Con- 
nexion of my Diſcourſe require that Seule, or eaſily admit it. 
Schiſmaticks, My Lords, are not the only Perſons againſt whom 
Feelefhiaftical Genſures may ha denounc'd z the Works of Dark- 
nels, which I referr'd to, as fit to be reprov'd in that part of my 
Sermon, where I ſpeak of theſe Cenſures are of the ſame kind 
with thoſe mention'd by the Apoſtles, whoſe Words I produce, 
All lewd and immoral Practices; againſt theſe, My Lords, and 
againſt Hereſiesand Blaſphemies (a black Catalogue of which has 
bern dilplay'd befere Your Lordſhips) I thought the Anathema's 
of the Church would be well imploy'd ; ſuch Anathema's I doubt 
not, My Lords, would be ratify'd in Heaven, aud would there, 
fore by any Power on Earth be irreverſible. | 

As to Archbiſhop Grind, tho? I may ſeem to have uſed ſome 
undne Aſperity of Expreſhon concerning him; yet I charg'd him 
with nothing but what I had good Gronads for trom our Hifto- 
Tians : It hath been made appear to Your Lordſhips, that on the 
gecount of his Remiſsneſs in Church Government, he lived and 
dyed under the high Diſpleaſuce of Queen Fliabethz and whether 
therefore He or that Glorious Que2n [hall bear the Blame ot his 
Diſgrace and Sufferings, is with all Humilty ſubmitted to Your 
Lordſhips. 

f hope, My Lords, I ſtand clear in Your Opinions of the Charge 
adyanc'd againft me in the two fit Articles; and as my own Con- 
tcienge acquits, ſo I truft Your Lordſhips will acquit me of what- 
et is laid to wy Charge in the Third. Up 


, 


My Lords, I neither ſuggeſted, nor do in my Conſciense bes 


N fete? that the Church is in the leaſt Reril or- Adverſity from 


ajeſties Adminiftration ; ſo far am I from any ſuch thoughts, 


r Ramumrat 
| Her | am entirely ſatis fied of Her being a moſt AﬀeRionate Nur- 


fing Mother to it. But Ihope I mayſay without Offence, that the 
Church may be in Peril from other Cauſes, without any Refle- 


' tion upon Her Majefties Goverament, or any Contradiction to 
Her Royal Proclamation, and the Reſolution of both Houſes. of 


Parliament four Years ago; If the Church be in dange?, when 
the Chriſtian Religion is evidently fs, I hope it will be thought 
no Crime to ay, it has ſcarce ever been in greater Danger than 
it is now, fince Chriſt had a Church upon Earth. For beſides 


| 32 Deluge of Profaneneſs and Immorality, which over - ſpreads 


the whole Kingdom; beſides the variety and growing Strength 
added Sc TR which weaken and divide us, and of thoſe --aq 
rodox Opinions, and Damnable Herefies which atodaiiy publi(h- 
ed and propagated among us. I yerily believe, that never was 

e Miniſters of Chrift ſo abus\d-and- villified, never was the Di- 


: of Authority of the Holy Scriptures fo arraiga'd and ridicul'd, 


ever were Infidelity and Atheiſm itſelf ſo Impudent and Bare» 
ac'd, never were ſuch horrid Blaſphemies printed in any Chriſti- 


© an State, from the Foundation of Chriſtianity to this Dar. 


Out of the many Inſtances of this kind, which. being ready at 


Hand, I could have 1 to Your Lordſhips, I have ſeloſted 
few only; but thoſe 


ſuch, as I am perſwaded Your Lordſhips 
could not hear without Horror and Aſtonichment. Pardon me, 


My Lords, if my apprehenſion of the ſad Conſequences we may 


expeſt from ſuch Crying Abominations, have forcui trom'me 
tome Expreſhons, which upon a leſs occaſion might ſeem too harſh 
and yehement. A Man that dreads no danger from fuch unparal- 
telPd Iniquities that do, as it wele, call down God's ſevereſt Judg- 
ments upon that poor Church andNation,wherein they are openly 
and daringly committed, muſt be dead in his love to his Country 
and Religion. If I have diſcloſed ſuch a frightful and dete ſtable 
Scene of Impiety, which by reaſon of Your Lordſhips high Sta- 


tions and great Employ ments might poſſibly lie undiſcovered to 


Your Sight before, I fhall think my felt happy, whatever fhall 
hefal me, if I may, by God's Grace, become themean inftrument 
of putting a ſtop to that overfiowing ot Ungodlinels and Blaſphe- 
my, which as yet no Laws, no Proclamations, how well ſoever 
delizned, and how often ſoeyer repeated, have been able to re- 


rain, 
Nor. ought I, My Lords, to forgat, tho' it was forgotten by 


the Honourable Managers, another Ground of Danger arifing to 


this Church, from the Attempts of the Popiſh Emiſfaries, by me 
mention'd. I hope, without the leaft offence, in my Sermon at 
St. Pauli, here. I ſay, It were highly to be wiſt'd, that thoſe 
* excellzat Laws made for a Defence and Security of the Church, 


. © werEat preſent put ſtrictiy in execution; for the Roman Ca- 
_ * tholick Agents and Miſhozaries that ſwarm about this 1 — 


oh " A4 


2 | (8) * 
City, as twere in Defiance and Contempt ef them, were never 

more buſy in making Proſelytes to their Superſtition and Ido- 
© latry and perverting and debauching Her Majeſtie: Subjects in 


: every Corner of our Streets. I have not, My Lords, been cal - 4 


led upon to prove the truth of this Paſſage, nor has it been reck- 


on'd among the falſe Inſinuations I have made that the Church is 
in danger. I pray God the Chuch may be in no danger upon a- 
of theſe Accounts, Her Majeſty, Your Lordſhips, and the 


mmons,have indeed provided againft theſe Dangers, by whole- 
ſome Laws; and I hope I did not exceed the Limits of my Fun- 
Qion, when, being call'd to preach before Magiftrates, I exhor- 
ted them to prevent theſe Dangers, by putting thoſe Laws ftrift- 


ly in execution. | 5 
Juſt had been the Indignation of the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons; Juſt would be Your Lordſhips moſt ſevere Reſent- 


ment, if by any parallel-by me drawn, I had infiuated that the 
Members of both Houſes, who paſs'd the Vote concerning the 


_ fafe and flouriſhing Condition of the Church, had been then con- 
ſpiring its Ruine. I have already purg'd my ſelf from this im pu- 


tation, by obſerving, that the Parallel aſcrib'd to me implys, that 
they who voted King Charles the Firſt to be out of Danger, and 


- thoſe who conſpired his Death,were the very ſamePerſons, whereas | 


tis certain they were not; for, My Lords, the Vote about 1 | 
Safety, was paſs'd by Lords and Commons a Year and half before 

his Execrable Murder, which had been contriv'd by theArmy,and 
was perpetrated: by a pretended Ordiance ofa ſmall Remnant of | 
the Houſe of Commons (nota Tenth part of the whole) after the 
reſt of the Members had been impriſon'd or ſecluded, and without 
the Concurrence of the Houſe of Peers, who totally rejected it. 


Lou have hed, My Lords, a very different Repreſentation of this 
Fact, made by one of the learned Managers; but this, My Lords, 


$s the real Truth, as recited in the Act of Parliament for the At- 
tainders of the King's Murderers; and is an Evidence that I 
could not poſſibly mean by any Odious Parallel to inſinuate, that 
the Members of both Houſes, who paſs'd the Vote concerning 
the Safety of the Chureh, were then coaſpiring its Ruine. 

I humbly crave Your Lordſhips Patience yer a little further, 
whilft I ſpeak to what is alledg'd in the fourth Article, which 
charges me with many Crimes of a very high and flagrant Na- 
ture, none of which have beenendeavonr'd to be prov'd upon me, 
otherwiſe than from ſuppos'd Suggeſtions and undetermin'd Ex- 
preſſions; and I muſt ſtill, with Your E leave, hum | 
bly inſiſt upon it, that where the Expreſſions are doubtful, there 
the favourable Senſe js always to be prefer'd. 

After all that has been ſaid by the learned Managers for the 
Commons, What Minifter of State, I beſeech your Lordſhips, 
have I been prov'd to refj=& upon directly or indirectly, where, 
or how, do I, by any Suggeſtion, charge Her Majeſty, or thoſe 
in Authority under Her, with fa general Male-Adminiftratjon ? 
How do I perſwade Her Subjects to keep up a diflinRion of "a 
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; ties and Factions, while L reprove thoſe who divide us by Knaviſh 


iſtinctions, and while I perſwade my fellow Subjects ts lofe and 
— — 4 ſhould ſtir x the People to 
Arms and Violence, when I am endeayouring to Convinte 
them, of the utter Jilegality of Reſiſtance upon any Pretence 
whatſoever ? Theſe Things, My Lords, ſeem Inconſiſtant, un- 
leſs a Man may be thought a Rebel for recommending Loyal- 


- ty, or Seditious for Preaching againg Sedition. 


remember, indeed at the Opening of this Charge agaiuſt 


me, that one of the Managersfor the Houſe of Commons, vouch- 
ſafed to offer his Charitable Aſſiſtance towards reconciling this 


ſeeming ange for he was pleas'd to ſuppoſe, that when 
I ſpake againſt reſiſting the Sovereign, I had not our Gracieus 

een but ſome other Perſons in view; and that I might there- 
fore, agreeable to my Principle of Non-Reſiftance, ftir up the 
People to Arms and Violence againft Her Sacred Majefty. 
Your Lordſhips will once more pardon my Earneſtneſs, if I 
call God to witnels, that I utterly deteſt any ſuch Praiĩterous In- 
tentiqns, and I ſhould in my own Opinion, be unworthy. of the 


Name of a Chriſtian, if I could give my ſelf leave to caft ſuch 
. a black and groundleſs Imputation 1 one in like Circum- 
ſtances with mine, who had given all 

Duty and Affection to the preſent Government. 
| I have taken the Oath of Allegiance to Her Majefty, and that 


poſſible Evidences of his 
My Lerds, 


of Abjuration againſt the Pretender, and when therefore I 
preach. the Doctrine of Non. Reſiſtance, it is moſt apparen 
that the Government which I perſwaded my Fellow Subjects 
not to reſiſt, is the preſent Government. And I humbly con- 
ceive, that the preſent Government, can never be overturn'd, if 
never reſiſted. 

How true a Zeal and Affection I have always born to Her 


 Majefty's Perſon and Government, I leave to be Judged by your 


Lordſhips, and the whole World, from thoſe publick Demonftra- 
tions which I have given of it, at all times when I had occafion 
to make mention of either. I hope your Lordſhips will pardon 
me, if I refer to ſame, of my owo printed Expreſkons, as 
an Evident Proof of my unfeigned Duty and Allegiance. 

If to call it the moſt ineſtimable Bleſſing this Nation could 
enjoy, that Her Majeſty, the good and pious Relict of the Roy- 
al Family, fits now Happily on the Throne of Her Anceftors 
If to pray, that God may long preſerve Her, for the Comfort 
and Support of the Church, as the or.ly Security, under. God, 
it has to depend upon? If earneſtly to Contend for the Safety, 


Rights, and Eftabliſhment of Her Majeſty, together with thoſe 


of the Church? If ta vindicate Her Majeſty's Title to the Crown 
againft the Uſurpations, Pretences and Encroachments of Her 
Adverſaries, and to aſſert Her Right to the Tbrone to have been 
ſo clear, manifeft, and undoubted, that even Her worſt Ene. 
mies (could ſuch a pious Princeſs be ſuppos'd to have any) muſt 


acknowledg'd it; That She was proclaimed, as it were, by the 
. Fuser l + 


Voice 


Unanimouſly and Heartily to Aﬀeſt and Sup 


Number of our Armies, Fleets, and Co 
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Voice of God, in the univerfal Joy, Satisfaction, and Unanimi- 
ty of Her Subjects, wat Her perſona! Merifsrempted from tht, 


made Her worthy of a Brighter Diadem than She wears 3 If to 
riwade Her Subje&s with the moſt hearty Zeal and Generoſi- 


ky to enter into a neceſſary War for the Defence of Her Ma. 


jefly and the Common Prefervation of our Church, Liberti 


3nd Confiitntion, againft a powerful Adverſary? If to beſeech 
God to proſper ſo good an Undertaking, to give an happy Event 


and Iſſue to ſuch a rightful Cauſe, to Crown our Arms with 


Victory, and to make them as Succeſsful as they are Juſt and Ho- 


nourable; And 1 in order to this, we are all bound both in 
Duty to God, and our Sovereign, as well as by eur own Tnteroſt, 
rt Her under this 

reat Undertaking, as far as our Prayers and Eftates, Lives and 
ortunes can ſerve Her? If to perſwade Her Subjects that the 


| tr threatning Dangers of out Enemies, ſhould have that 
Ju 


ffect upon us, to unite us as much in our Reſolutions and 


. AﬀeRtions, as they do in our Gommon Intereſts Apprehenſions 
and Troubles? If to fet gut the Bleffings we enjoy in the wiſe 


Conftitution of our Government and Lawy, in the moſt refin'd 
Pollicies of our Patliament and Miniftry, in the Strength and 

dfolerates In the Care 
and watchful Vigilance, the Courage, Reſolution and Conduct 


of our General, and above all in the Piety and Prudence of our 


moſt Gracious Qyeen ; If to affirm that She dayly gives freſh 
Inftances of Her Wiſdom and Happy Adminiftration of Her 
Government, and in nothing more jhews Her Policy and Diſtin- 

niſhing Judgment, than in making Choice of fuch Minifters of 
Late who are acceptable to their Country, and expreſs ſuch a 


: Zeal and Steadineſs in its Service, and true Intereſts, and whom 


nothing could bribe, or betray into a Party wherein it might any 


ways feem to be endanger'd ; If with the moſt ardent Requeſt, 
to implore Gods Providence, which thre? ſo many Dangers and 


Difficulties has rais'd up and preſerv'd Her Majeſty, to carry on 
thoſe Glorious Undertakings with Succeſs, that ſhe may be able 
to reftore and ſettle the Peace of Europe in its juſt Rights and 
Limitations, and that as God has beftowed a Crown upon Her in 


this World, as a Reward of thoſe Heroic and Pious Deſigns. 


So after a long Reign here, He would advance her to a higher 
Throne in Heaven, and dignity her with a Giorious and im- 
mortal Crown hereafter. In this, My Lords, I ſay falſely and 
maliciot Iy to ſuggeſt, that Her Majeſty's Adminiſtration, both 
in Eccle ſiaſtical and Civil Affairs, tends to the Deſtruction of the 


TConſtitution; if this be Charging Her Majeſty, and thoſe in Au- 


thority under Her both in Church and State with general Male- 
adminiftration, if this be an Incendiary, to perſwade Her Sub- 
jects to, keep up Diſtinctions, and Factions, and Parties; if this 
be inftilling groundleſs Jealouſies, fomenting deſtructive Diviſi- 
ons, and ftirring up Her Majefty's 1 to Arms and Violence 
againſt any but Her Enemies, then, My Lords, I am guilty of 
the Articles of Impeachment, otherwiſe I am Innocent. 


My 
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My Lords, I have always thought it my Duty, upon all publick 
Octaſions to aſſert cheſe N of Loyalty za Subje ion to 
the ſupreme Power, whenever I had a proper Call ſo to do. Of 
this there are numberleſs Witneſſes in thoſe ſeveral Places to which 
I have, belong'd unto, Theſe I beg teave, of your Lordſhips, 
atticularly to mention Magdalen-Colledge in Oxford, whereof I 
m at preſent an unworthy Member, and which by the known 
Sufferings of the whole Body for the, Church and Conftitution, 
contributed as much towards the late happy Revolution as any 
Society in the Kingdom. To which honourable Society I hum- 
bly appeal for my Character and Behaviour. 1 could alſo ap- 
al for the ſame to a right Reverend Lord that now fits on the 
Bench of cw >; . 
Had it been fit to have troubled Your Lordſhips with Evideg- 

ces of my hearty Affection to the preſent Government I cou 

have produced them in great abundance from the Perſons wi 

whom I have Convers'd, from the Gentlemen whom I have bred 
up, and from the Congregations to which I have preach'd. If my 
5 pt had any tendency towards alienating the Affections of 
Her Majeſty's Subjects, ſurely (ome one inftance of my Dilloyal- 
ty to the Cen, ame favourable Expreſkon towards the Preten- 
der, ſome Indication of my diſlike to the preſent Settlement, 
and the Preteſtant Succeſſion, might have been pitch'd upon, 
and expoſed to your Lordfhips in order to juſtific the Charge of 
Sedition againft me, but I cannot but with Pleaſure obſerve to 
your Lordſhips, that from the whole Courſe of my Action, ” 
008 Inſtance of that kind is alledged, or ſo much as pretend- 

ed. | 
My Lords, the Charge of wrefting diyers Texts of * rg 
riſt : 


* 


If I am guilty of it there is another Tribunal, another Bar at 
which Iam to appear, whereby that Scripture which I have wreſt- 


ed, I ſhall be Judged and Condemn'd. In the mean time, My 


Lords, that thoſe whole particular Profeſſion and Studies qualifie 
them to be the moſt Competent Judges of ſuch Matters, will ab- 
ſolve me in this Particular. 

Upon the whole therefore, My Lords, I hope it appears that 
I am not guilty of any of the Crimes of which I am accuſed, that 
1 have tranſgreſYd no Law of the Land, neither Statute nor Com- 
mon-Law, relating either to Her Majeſty, or to my Fellow-ſub- 


jects, to the Church, or to the State; and that I may with all 


Humility apply to my own Caſe, the Words of that Bleſſed Apo- 


ſtle, whoſe Doctrine I defend, and whoſe Example, I hope, I ſhall 


have the Grace to follow, Neither againſt the Law, nor againſt 
the Temple, nor againſt Cælar bave I offended any thing at all. 
Wh: 1 have hitherto humbly effered to your Lordſhips, relates 


to my Words and Actions, and as to the Thoughts and Intentions 


of my Heart, which are known only to God and my own Conſci- 


ence, and which are affirm'd in my Impeachment to be Wicked, 
veditions, and Malicious, I call che Searcher of Hearts to Wit- 


neſs 


» 
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far was 1 from deſigning to Undermine and Subvert Her Maje 


mips upon that Subject: 1 


rg 1 1 
neſs in tho moſt Solemn and Religious Manner, as I expect to 
be acquitted before God and his Holy Angels, at that dreadſul 


Tribunal, before which not only I, but all the World, even your 


Lordſhips, now who fit in Judgment upon me, muſt appear to be 


Acquitted or Condemn'd ; that I had no ſuch wicked, ſeditious, or 
malicious Pntentions ; that there is nothing upon Earth, I more 


deteft, and abhor, that my Deſigns were in every reſpe&, dire&- 


ly contrary, I had no Intention to aſperſe the Memory of dis late 


Majefty, to Traduce and Condemn the late happy Revolution, or 
to Arraign the Reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament. So 
8 
Government, and the Proteftant Succeſſion as by Law EA, 
That it was my ſincere Intention to exert my beft Endeavours for 
their Security, ſo far was I from impending to perſwade Her Ma- 
py: _— to keep up a Diſtinction of Parties and Factions, 
om inſtilling Groundleſs Jealouſies, fomenting Deſtructive Di- 
viſtons among them, or exciting and ſtirring them up to Arms and 
Violence, that my Aim was to perſwade them to lay aſide all Di. 
ſtinctions, to unite in One well compacted Body, to be Obedient 
to their Governours, and to ſupport the preſent Eftabliſhment 
So far was I from defigning to defame Her Majefty's Adminiftra- 


tion, or to infuſeany undutiful Thoughts of her, that I not only 
| PB her all Honour and Obedience, but am from the bottom of my 
u 


„ zealouſly, and pee | Loyal to Her, being intirely 
rſwaded, that the Church is ſo far from being in Danger, from 
Her, that She is as heartily affected to its Eftabliſhment and Proſ- 
rity, as, L hope, I have always ſhew'd my ſelf to be her ſacred Per- 
on and Government. 8 ; 

As to the Proteſtant Succeſhon by Law eftabliſk*d, tho? the Do- 
Arine which I Preach'd, tends to the Security of it (as I heartily 
Deſire every thing may be ſpoken ſhould tend) yet having no oc- 


caſion in neither of my Sermons to mention it, nor ſay any thing 


that can be interpreted to have any View towards it. 
Therefore tho I cannot with my beft Application apprehend, 
how it comes to be ſaid in the Preamble to my Impreachment, 


ly take this opportunity of Aeclaring my ſelf before Your Lord- 


That I had deſign to 9. 15 7 and ſubyert it, yet I ſhall glad- 


ts iny ſincere and hearty Prayer that 
God would prolong the Life of Her moſt ſacred Majefty, whoſe 
exemplary Goodneſs and Piety, gives us the beſt hopes we have 
of averting that Vengeance which is Due to the Wickedneſs of 
the Age we live in, that he would Bleſs her Councils at Home, 
and her Arms Abroad, and make her Reign exceed that of her 
Renown'd Predeceſſor, Queen Elizabeth, in length as well as 
Glory. But when the Inheretrix of the Bleſs'd Martyrs Crown 
Her Piety, when She the Deſire of our Eyes, and the Breath of 
our Noftrils ſhall full of Years, and Honour be gather'd to her 
Fathers, and exchange her Temporal for an Immortal Crown, 
(fince we are depriy'd of that Prince her Royal Offspring, whoſe 
Loſs no true Lover of his Country, and of the Royal nr" 
| bo 
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refleſt upon, without a bleeding Heart, and whom God in his 
Anger took from us, becauſe we were unworthy of ſo ineſtimable 
ö g). I carneftly beſeech God in defect of future Iſſue from 

er Majeſty, to perpetuate the Suceeſſion of the Crown, as it is 
Eſtabliſhed in the moſt Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover, which I 
look upon as next to his Providence, the beſt Guard we have 
againſt Popery and Arbitrary Power, the beſt Security of out 
Church and of ths Conſtitution, which is the Glory and Happi- 
neſs of our own Nation, and the Envy of all others. And Ican- 
not yerapprehend, how the Doctrine which I have taught, tends 
to weaken or undermine it, nor on the other fide, how the Do- 
ctrine of Reſiſtance, which brought Her Majefty's Royal Grand- 
father to the Block (ſuppoſing a true Doctrine) comes to be 
mention'd or thought of, much leſs to be induftriouſly maintain'd, 
as a neceſſary and indiſpenſible Duty, under the moft mild and 
gracious Adminiſtration of the beſt of Queens; nothing ſeems 
more ſtrange than that Reſiſtance ſhould be ſo carefully taught 
under ſuch a Government, unleſs it be that Non-refiſtance ſhould 
overturn it, 
« So far was Itherefore from having any of thoſe wicked, malici- 


ous, or ſeditious Deſigns, which are laid to my Charge; that 


my Intentions were, on the contrary, to inſtil the Principles of 
Loyalty and Obedience into my Fellow-Sub jects, and withal to 

ut a ſtop to that Torrent of Lewdneſs, Irreligion, and Atheiſm, 
of which I have given Your Lordſhips ſo many Fragrant Teſti- 
monies. - 

Thoſe Outrageous Inſults upon God and Goodneſs, are fo pro- 
voking, that they may excuſe ſome Heat and Severity of Ex- 
preſſion in a Miniſter of Chriſt, who has a juſt Senſe of Religion, 
or due Concern for the diſcharge of his Holy Function, or for the 
Honour of his Maker and Redeemer. And if any Objection be 
made againſt me, for treating with an unbecoming Bitterneſs, 
ſuch daring Rabſbekabs, who defy the living God. I beg leave to 
reply in the words of a Reverend Father of our Church, Les 
them confider what Moderation and Temper a Man need be of, that in 
this Nation, and this Age, ſhall 15 ainſt Faction, Rebellion, (I 
add Deiſm, Tritheiſm, and all forts of Hereſy, Blaſphemy and 
Atheiſm) without extraordinay Severity. Nay, its our Duty in ſuck 
Caſes, to expreſs our ſelves with Warmth and Sharpneſs, accord- 
ing to the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour; who thro? Meekneſs 
it ſelf, could not but ſhew the utmoſt Indignation at the Propha- 
ning the Houſe of God. This is not, My Lords, to rail, but to 
rebuke, and thoſe who Ridicule or Cenſure us for it, either have 
not, I preſume, or will not own they have, a right Notion of the 
Dignity of our Office, will not conſider that we, as the Ambaſſa- 
dors of Chriſt, are commanded in his Name to exhort and rebuke 
with all Authority, and that our Authority is deriv'd from thoſe 
to whom it was ſaid by our Bleſſed Saviour, He that deſpiſcib you 
deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 
Whatever Expreſſions therefore in my Sermons may bave = 
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from me, which ſeem ſo far liable to Exception, as to earry 4 
Sence I never intended (as he muft be an happy Speaker indeed, 
whoſe Words are altogether unexceptionable) yet I humbly hope, 
the abovementioned Provocations will plead my Excuſe, or that 
at the very worft, ſome hafty or even violent Expreſſions, ſhall 
not be deem'd high Crimesand Mifdemeanours, I defire it may 
be further conſidered by You r Lordfhips, that I could have no 
temporal Intereſts to ſerye by the Doctrines I adyanc'd, and there - 
fore could have no deſign in view, but to diſcharge my Duty to 
God as a Minifter of Chrift, and to my Sovercign as a faithful 
and leyal Subject. | | 

= Lords, things being honourably offer'd to the Conſiderati - 
on of YourL ordfhips, I hope, that what I have already ſuffer'd 
as a ſuppos'd Criminal, will be thought ſufficient Puniſhment fof 
one, who has offended againft no Law yet in being. It muſt de 
thought no little Griefand Vexation, to any Ingenuous Man, to 
be brought to the Bar, under the leaft Suſpicion of ſuch Crimes as 


are laid to my Charge, butfor a Perſon of my Function, to have 


an Accuſation of this Nature alledged againſt him, ſo heinouſly 

Reflecting upon his Holy Character, is ſuch a foul Blot, as tho" 

his Innocence ſhou'd evidence at laft be clear'd by your Lordſhips 
n the moſt undeniable, | ms. 

Evidence muſt leave a Scar upon his good Name, which is to 
all Men Peace, but much more 1o to thoſe, whoſe whole Capacity 
of doing good in the World principally depends upon it. My 
Lords, as the Matter of my Charge was highly Criminal, ſo the 
Form, and Manner of it tan in ſuch general and ungertain Terms, 
that *twas impoſhble to know the Grounds of my Accuſation, or 
how to defend my ſelf, when I know not where I ſhould be attach, 
fo that after [ had provided as particular an Anſwer as ſuch a ge- 


neral Accufation would admit of, the Commomrs were pleaſed in 


their Replication to ſay, that there were ſeveral Things in it, 
foreign to the Charge. To the great Misfortune of falling under 
the Diſpleaſure of that Honourable Houle, I might add that of a 
long and cloſe Confinement, and of an Expence no way proporti- 
on'd to my Circumſtances. Theſe, my Lords, are Afflictions 
which can be conceiv'd by no Body ſo well as by him who has been 
ſo unhappy to feel the wait of them. And among theſe I reckon 
it not the leaft of my Sufferings that I have been for ſo long a time 
debarr'd from taking heed to that Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made me an Overſeer. For ever fince I have had my Liber- 
ty by the Favour of Your Lordſhjps admitting me to Bail, I hare 
purpoſely avoided doing any part of the Duty of my Function, or 
even appearing in Publick, left it ſhould o@afion any Tumult or 
DiKurbance, as my neceſſary Attendance on Your Lordſhips from 
time to time has ſince been thought unhappily to nave done, with- 
out any Fault of mine, or the leaft degree of Encourage- 
—_ given by me, which I profeſs in the Preſence of God to 
abhor, | 


All 
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All the Circuniftatees, My Lords, beiag confider'd together, 
with the Publick manner, the Length and Solemnity of my Trial 
before ſo = Court of ſudieature, by which means I am made 
a Gazing-ſtock both by Reproaches and Afflictions, and a Spedta · 
cle to the whole World ; I have ſtood in this Place Day after Day 
to hear my ſelf accuſed of the blaekeſt Crimes and openly Re- 
vil'd, I have been repreſented as a Papiſt in diſguiſe, as a Rebel, 
as an 9 Her Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and as a 
Fa voutęr of the Pretender, tho' I have abjur'd him, that is, as 
the. worſt of perjur'd Villains; I have been call'd an inſigniffcant 
Tool of a Party on the one hand, and a moſt dangerous Incendia- 
ry on the other: Nay, a Angel that is a Devil detacht from the 

nfernal Regions; all theſe things, I ſay, being conſider'd (as 
Your Lordſhips, I am ſure, in tender Compaſhon towards me 
will confider them) it's moſt certain that whatgver be Your 
Lordſhips Determination concerning me, I cannot eſcape without 
being a very great Sufferer, and I ſhall have been abundantly Pu- 
niſh'd, tho“ 1 ſhould have the Happineſs to be by Your Lordſhips 
at laſt Acquitted. 

Yet I cannot reflect without Comfort (the greateſt Comfort is 
next to that of a good Cauſe and a good Conicience) that I an- 
wer for my ſelf this Day before the moſt Illuſtrious Aſſembly in 
the World, the whole Body of the Nobility of Great Britain, 
whoſe Princely Extraction, and High Quality, whoſe magnificent 

itles, and ſplendid Fortunes, whoſe hereditary Candour, and 
Generoſity inherent in Noble Blood, inſeparable from the Birth 
and Education of Peers, in a word, whoſe ſolid Judgment and 
exact Skill in the Laws of this Realm ſo eminently qualifie them 
for the ſmal Determination of Juſtice, who are neither to be 
ſway'd by Hopes, over-rul'd by Fears, nor miſled by any falfe 
Prejudice or Paſſion; if it muſt be a Man's Misfertune to labour 
inder ſuch hard Citcumftances as mine, it is no ſmall mitigation: 
of them, that he pleads his Cauſe before ſuch Fndges, wha, he 

nows, willdecide it with the ſtricteſt Impartiality, Equity, and 
7 
And when 1 conſider that1 ftandand am Judged for ſome of the 
ctrines of that Goſpel, which God delivered unto our Fathers, 
1nd you my Lords the ichops, theit Succeſſors, have receiv'd from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles as the ſacred Depoſitum of the Church, 
to be maintain'd inviolably in its primitive Simplicity, when I con- 
ſider, what is the Cauſe for which Lam this Day called in Que- 
ſtion, that it is one of thoſe eternal Truths, which you are ſo ſo- 
Temnly Commiſfion'd to teach, and earncftly contend for; when 
I confider that it is what our bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles ſeal'd 
with their own precious Blood, and ſo many Primitive Martyrs 
maintain'd even in * lidſt of Flames, ſo many learned Biſhops 
'and Confeffors recommended to Pofterity in their immortal Wri- 
tings, as the diſtinguiſhing Badge and Glory of our Reformation: 
Ny, When I confider it is 'wlaryou your ſelves have 2jrcady ſup- 
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rted with inconteftable Reaſon and Authority. It is no ſmall 
atisfaction to me to think that as your Lordſhips are my Judges, 
ſo you muſt be my Advacates: What a Guilt as well as Diſgrace 
would it juſtly devaive upon the Clergy, to recede from any Prins» 
ciple of our Excellent Church, eſpecially from what has been ſo 
long retain'd and boaſted of as its pecuhar Character, by aban - 
doning which we muſt relaps into ſome of the worſt Doctrines, 
even of Popery it ſelf, and render our ſelves the moſt. Contempti- 
ble as well as Inconſiſtent Church in the World! I think I may 
therefore with Confidence uſe the words of the Great Apoſtle to 
his Accuſers, Having obtained Help from God, I continue unto this 
day, witneſing both to ſmall and great; ſaying none other things than 
thoſe which the Prophets and Moles, And I may add, Chriſt and his 
Apoftles did ſay. : ; 
For my Lords, if Ihave committed any Faults or Errors in Ex- 
preſſion, yet as I infiſt upon my Innocence with the reſpect to all 
the High Crimes laid to my Charge, fo I muſt ſtill inſiſt upon all 
the Doctrines which I have taught, as being agreeable to the 
word of God, and to the Doctrine of our moſt Excellent and tru· 
ly Apoſtolical Church, and which we of the Clergy are obliged 
doth by Subſcription and Oath to acknowledge and defend. And 
how hard are our Circumſtances, if we muft be puniſhed in this 
World for doing that, which if we do not, we ſhall be more heavis 
ly puniſhed in the next! What a Condition are we in, if we are 
commanded to cry aloud and ſpare not, to Exhort, to Rebuke in 
Seaſon and out of Seaſon on the one hand, and Proſecuted, [mpri- 
ſon'd' on the other! If this be. our Caſe, who indeed is ſufficient 
for theſe Things, and how truly may we of the Miniſtry above all 
Men living apply to our ſelves the Words of the Apoſtle, If in this 
Life only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all Men moſi miſerable. But 
our Comfort is, our hope in Chriſt, is not only in this Life; juſt- 
ly might we be reproach'd and deſerve ſome of thoſe Reflections 
which in theſe licentious Times are ſo plentifully pour'd upon 


were we not ready to practiſe the Doctrines we preach of Self-deni- 


al, taking up our Croſs, patient Submiſſion to Sufferings and Af- 
flictions. For my own part, it matters not what becomes of me, 
nor is my Deliverance or Ruin of any moment to the World, or 


jf it be Iam ready not o'nyto be bound, but to die, could I by that 


do Service to my Queen, my Church or my Country, neither 
count I my Life dear, ſo that I might finiſh my Courſe with Joys 
and the Miniftry which I haye received of the Lord Jeſus, But 
may God ſodire{ your Lordſhips, that thro' me a Wound may not 
be given to the Doctrines of the Scriptures, and, of the Church, 
which Chrift hath purchas'd with his own Blood. 
And ſo with all Humility and Reſignation, I ſubmit my Self ro Tour Lordſhipe Tut 

ment, be what it will, ane thing I'm ſure it can never take from me the Power of wh. 
ing and Praying, and whether in Proſperity or Adverſity, whether I am Acquitted or 
Condemned, I ffonll always Pray for the Queen my Sovereign, for Jour 2 1 
Judges, and for the Common my Accnſers, meſt earneſtly Beſeeching Almighty God to 
deliver all Orders and Degrees of Men from all ſalſe Doctrine, Herefie, and Schiſm, 
from Hardneſs of Heart, from Contempt his Word and Commandment, from Ent), 
Hatred, Malice, and all Uncharttabeneſs. nw 
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